Teaching Chinese Grammar

Some students (i.e. the analytical ones) love the grammar and have lots of questions.
Other students (i.e. intuitive learners) acquire the grammar rules by what feels right. X4 it £ !

How to Teach Grammar

a) State the Rule

b) Compare & Contrast with English

c) Anything else Worth Noting?

d) Practice the difficult-to-grasp bits:

Be clear on where the difficulty lies as this will determine the grammar exercises you will need to use:

i) the position in the sentence (compared to English), e.g. Time Words and Prepositions: substitution drills
ii) Chinese distinguishes this pattern, but English doesn’t, e.g. . 7. ¥t =then: fill in the blanks
iii) new grammar concept, e.g. RVE: use pictures

A) Linking Verbs (SLVN)  fih # £

Nouns: no distinction between singular and plural (compare: English ‘sheep’).

Chinese does not have words for ‘a’ and 'the'. So Chinese = | am student. Teacher is American.
The most common linking verb is #& (to be). Two other linking verbs are #: (to be surnamed)
and MY (to be named/called). Also 1%, e.g. % Feaf&F.

B) Adjectives [i.e. descriptive verbs] (S [adv] adj) 1 1B &

Note: ‘is’ is already embedded in the Chinese adjective, so there is no need to add a separate word
for ‘is’ in ‘describing’ sentences, i.e. £ means ‘is tired’ as well as simply ‘tired’. (I am tired.
Tired students cannot study well.) Note that an adverb is usually added before the adjective.

Note: Chinese adjectives, in their positive form, almost always require an adverb to precede them.
However, if there isn’t one, use 1K, e.g. FIRIT: - from which we can therefore deduce that 1R
doesn't always mean ‘very', but often carries little meaning. If no adverb precedes the adjective, the
meaning expressed is one of comparison, e.g. XA {4 (This book is a good one) infers that the
other book being referred to isn't a good one.

C) Action Verbs
No irregular verbs (contrast English ‘to be’: | am, you are, he is)

fROWIR FEJERT B OERAR K = R5T A5 g

a) Subject vs. Topic

Comparing the general tendencies, it holds true that English is more of a ‘subject’ language whereas
Chinese is more of a ‘topic’ language. To simplify the matter, a subject is the subject of a verb,
while a topic is the ‘subject matter’ of a sentence. In other words, the initial noun in English is
usually the subject, whereas the initial word in Chinese can be: a subject, an object, a time phrase,
a place phrase, an adjective, or an action verb. So words are often brought up to the head of the
sentence - to the topic position - in order to focus attention on them. So the general rule in Chinese
is: first set the scene, then indicate the action.



Chinese sentences can have a topic without a subject:
L2 lz 7 The chicken has already finished eating (¥ = subject) or The chicken has already
been eaten (= English Passive).

b) Time Word

fRBR fEdbnt R K B=A Bemy 4 e
In Chinese, Time WHEN words (6 o'clock, today, Wednesday) all appear before the verb (= the exact
opposite of English where Time Words come after the verb), e.g. | go tomorrow = K.

Time HOW LONG is the same as English.

Whereas in English, time phrases require the prepositions 'in, at, on' before them, e.g. at 6 o'clock,
in the afternoon, on Friday, Chinese doesn't need the 'in, at, on’, e.g. /N & K.

c) Place Word

R R FEJERT B OERMh K OR=A RTRH g

When talking about where things are located, because 7t must be followed by a Place Word, most
nouns need a PW-suffix attached to them, e.g. on the table = 7E5F_L, not just 7E5F; in the cup
= {EM T B, not just ZE#FF. So, adding a suffix to nouns has the function of turning them into a
Place Word. [when 7t is a verb = to be in/at/on; when 7t is a preposition = in/at/on]

In order to express the idea “The bus/train ticket is with him”, Chinese demands a Place Word (iX )L
or Jl)L) after the (pro)noun: ZEZELEABFR)L. The reason is that a Place Word must always follow 7t
even though one is not necessary in the English. iXJL or #SJL therefore turns the (pro)noun into a
Place Word, e.g. He is with his friend A ZeAb 1 & TR L.

d) Auxiliary Verb

ROIR AR B Ol K OB=A RS S g

Auxiliary Verbs (e.g. want to, can, like to, will, etc.) are used in the same way as in English,
i.e. immediately preceding the verb they help. Adverbs normally precede the Auxiliary Verb,
not the main verb.

Auxiliary Verbs 2. f&. ®LA

In English the Auxiliary Verb ‘can’ has 3 different shades of meaning:

| can speak Chinese = | know how to speak Chinese
| cannot come today = | am unable to come today
Sir, can 1 go now? = Sir, may | (have permission to) go now?

Chinese uses 2. ft. AJLL to express each of these differing shades of meaning.

Our difficulty in understanding how to use these three Auxiliary Verbs correctly is further

compounded by the fact that £, #&. FLL each has at least two distinct meanings:

2>: know how to (i.e. learned or acquired skills)

42> will, shall (i.e. anticipated or possible occurrence of future events, or expressing confident
predictions)



able to (i.e. possibility due to circumstantial factors which favour or obstruct the occurrence
of events or permission from friends and acquaintances)
inherent ability

o>
[ayay

o>
[aYay

A[LL: may (i.e. permission) [R]LL in the negative always indicates prohibition.]
mPL:  suggesting an alternative approach or solution to a problem

The Future in Chinese
2x = will (i.e. anticipation of future events), e.g. fhi<x=Z = He will sell it
3 = wantto (i.e.intention to do something), e.g. %z = He wants to sell it

e) Preposition (B, %45, &. XI)

R BIR fEAbET E OB K OR=A R e

Chinese prepositions (Co-Verbs) function like English prepositions, defining when, where, how, for
whom, with whom, etc. the action of the main verb takes place. Common ones are ‘with’, ‘for’, ‘to’
and ‘from’.

In English, prepositions normally follow the verb (e.g. | go with you); in Chinese, prepositions
precede the main verb. However, for emphasis, the preposition + noun can precede the subject.
Time Words, adverbs, Auxiliary Verbs and negatives normally all precede prepositions.

The most appropriate English translation for a given preposition differs with the main verb being
used, e.g. ¥R can be used to have the meanings ‘with’, ‘to’ or ‘from’. Vice versa, in the English
sentence “He bought something for me”, the preposition ‘for’ corresponds to % if it means ‘for my
benefit’, but corresponds to # if it means ‘in my stead’.

With a few verbs, when meaning to, #; always follows the verb, e.g. = (sell), & (mail),
% (take hold of).

Other prepositions: location (7£), direction & motion (M. ), conveyance (4. %)

f) Verb
ROIR fEdERT B OpRAh K OB=A RS P ng?

No irregular verbs (contrast English ‘to be’: | am, you are, he is)

g) Number, Measure, Specifier
oWk fEAbRT R K B=EA REH B e

Number
— and M: # is used when counting items, e.g. 2 books, 2 students, so a Measure word must
always follow 4. — is used when counting numbers, e.g. 12, 22, 2-4-5-2.



Measure

Measures: although we have Measures in English, e.g. a pair of shoes, a sheet of paper, a suit of
clothes, many Chinese nouns have their own special Measure.

A Measure word is required whenever a noun is quantified by a number, e.g. —Z4; (one book),
T.3Z% (five pens). But as Measure words are always used together with a number (LA = five
people), they cannot stand alone. An exception to this rule is — (one) which is occasionally omitted
as understood.

Measures are not required when the noun is used generically to refer to something without regard to
specific quantity, e.g. F2Z/RAT (the book(s) is/are yours), FKKAE%E (I don’t have any pens).

h) Modifying Adjectives

fr WK fEdbsT B ORMh X A=A fRERE 1 g2

In English, modification can be indicated in several different ways:

a) a possessive adjective, e.g. my pen

b) ’s added to the modifier, e.g. the teacher’s book.

C) a possessive pronoun, e.g. the pen is mine.

d) ‘of’ between modifier and modified, e.g. $100 of books.

e) two nouns occurring in sequence, the first one modifying the second, e.g. a Chinese book.

In Chinese, the general rule is: Modifier precedes Modified and [ is normally added to the modifier,
except where there is a close personal relationship between the modifier and modified (3Z¥), or
place names are used as modifier (7 E%).

i) Object

RoBIR fEAbET EOERM K OIB=A RS e

The object may be transposed (i.e. moved) to the beginning of the sentence in front of the subject
where it becomes the topic of the sentence. This is done for convenience or emphasis, and is used
frequently in Chinese. The more the object is modified, the more likely it is to be transposed.

ASPECT (no tenses in Chinese)

Action in Progress  (English V-ing)

fbAE KA 2

Alternative sentence patterns for expressing ‘Action-in-Progress’:
S 7£ verb object fER
S 7£ verb object+1¢ fAEE Tl
S verb+# object Mg & e

Ongoing State

fin AL N ?

%, attached to a few verbs, indicates posture, e.g. sitting, lying down, kneeling, standing
or a present continuing state, e.g. waiting, holding (an object), sleeping, wearing (clothes).



fth AL 505 2
% can also be attached to verbs indicating the posture or manner in which an activity is being
carried out, e.g. posture: eat seated; read standing

Two examples of the difference between #% and ‘Activity in Progress’ 7& :

AR 2 TR A He is putting on my clothes (active)

fth 27 B IR IA R He is wearing my clothes (stationary)

T AE SR 5 He is taking/picking up my book (active)

i T HEF RN He is holding my book in his hand (stationary)

The first sentence in each of the above examples indicates the dynamic nature of the action whereas
the second sentence indicates the static mode of the action.

Action Completed T

fhSEY = AN 2

' is probably the most difficult part of speech for the student of Chinese to understand how to use
correctly. This is mainly because students jump to the wrong conclusion that they have now found
the past tense in Chinese. Although | is used where an action took place at a point in the past, it is
not applied automatically as the past tense is in English. Its use is, to a large extent, determined by
the thrust of the utterance. The plain form of the verb in Chinese (e.g. 3 =713) indicates no
more than that the action is entered upon; whether it is carried through to completion or not is a
point which the speaker may or may not feel is worth making (i.e. by adding 7).

The Basic Rule: in order to indicate that a particular action has been completed or an event occurred
(similar to have V-ed in English), | is added to the verb. Note: this rule only applies to action
verbs, not to adjectives nor to linking verbs.

English tense vs. Chinese aspect

Tense: past, present, future
Aspect: starting, progressing, completing

At this stage, it is vital that you note an important distinction between English and Chinese. In
English, past, present and future are indicated in two ways: tense + time. In English, we say, “They
went yesterday” not “They go yesterday”. The tense of the verb must agree with the time of
the action.

In Chinese, this system of tense is replaced by a different system (called aspect) which looks at the
action - as to whether it is going on now (= the progressive aspect: 7t + V), whether or not it has
been experienced before (= the experiential aspect: V + i), or whether it has already been
completed (= the perfective aspect: V + 1) — but without reference to any point in time (i.e. past,
present, future).

How is aspect marked in a Chinese sentence?
The action completed suffix | is added to the action verb (except when the object is simple and
unmodified when [ is tacked on to the end of the sentence).
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In situations such as: “Last semester she was my teacher” (linking verb), or “When | was young, | was
very fat” (adjective) - both of which speak of events in the past - | is not used for these types of
past events for the reason that they could never be considered as the completion of an action.
Normally a Time Word is sufficient, but sometimes nothing is used - simply the context of the
conversation is sufficient to indicate that the event is in the past.

Summary of the different uses of |

Action Completed: indicates the completion, conclusion or occurrence of an action or event (similar
to ‘have V-ed’ in English). It is only used with action verbs. Double | = up to now ("zZ 7 PRIt T ).

After ...., then ... : when one action is completed, then another one has, is or will begin. T is
suffixed to the verb in the first clause, and will also be suffixed to the end of the second clause if the
action has already taken place. From the sentence examples, we can see that | not = past tense.

Change in Situation: indicates that a new situation has come about. | can be used with any type
of verb, and always appears at the end of the sentence. RIR/H (= fat) vs. /KT (= put on weight)

Immediate Future: indicates that an action or event is just about to happen. | is used with action
verbs. 1, #t and % precede the verb, and | comes at the end of the sentence.

Exclamation: *f 7! #7! X Adj 7!

Experienced before

il i AR A3 15 2

it is suffixed to the main verb to indicate an experience in the past. No specific time reference is
indicated with iZ. Negatives are formed by prefixing % (&) to the verb.

Experienced recently

fib SR Y XA A ?

Perfective-it refers to the doing + completion of an action relating more closely to the present
moment than the “have you ever ... before?” meaning indicated by Experience-id (which identifies
an experience in the more remote past). i€ as a main verb means ‘to pass through’ or ‘to go
through’, so perfective i has the idea that the action has been gone through, in other words, that
the action has been done; | is added to indicate completion.

Note the difference in meaning in the following sentences:
When discussing whether you have bought a certain book, you would say:
XARELE.  I’ve bought this book before [-- it was about 5 years ago]

XAFELE T, I’ve bought this book. [-- in fact | just bought it only yesterday]
AP T.  I’ve bought this book. [-- but there are two other books | haven’t bought yet]



Summary of Aspect in Chinese

Fact fhE(= He writes letters (= a basic statement)

Action in Progress ES(E He is writing letters (- in answer to
the question: What is he doing?)
Change of Situation | b AE(E T He is no longer writing letters
(whereas he was doing so previously)

Completion 5 (T)ET | He has written the letters
or He wrote the letters
Experience 5345 He has written letters before

(at some time in the past)

VERB PARTICLES

verb + F|. %44, £ (contrast with %I, 45. 7E + verb)

AR BRI L ?

i) when or where an activity lasts until or reaches to, e.g. & (read), % (study, learn), 1 (study
or read aloud), 5 (write), (i) (attend class), #i# (prepare), % (test, examine), # (teach).
ii) verbs of motion involving a destination (except >k & %), #| + PW follow the main verb: e.g. i

(run), & (walk), & (fly), [#l (return), # (move), JF (drive), % (mail), & (take), i% (deliver).

b A LG R ?

0

H /% (bring), %F (mail), 5 (write), #l (rent), f& (lend), i& (return something borrowed),
3 (buy), #THi% (to telephone), % (give a gift).

A )RR L ?
e.g. A& (sit), ¥4 (stand), 1 (live), HE (sleep), 4% (lie down), 5 (put), ¥ (hang), & (write),
H4: (be born)

RVE
fibn B 2B g2
Resultative Compound Verbs are a combination of V + RVE
Action Verb indicates the action
Resultative Verb Ending indicates the result of that action
In English we say, “He swept the floor clean”. ‘Clean’ tells us the result of his sweeping and is

therefore being used here as an RVE.



Whereas the Actual form shows the actual result already attained, the Possible form indicates the
possible result that can(not) be attained e.g. “Are you able to finish reading this book by 6 p.m.?”
Possible result is indicated by the insertion of 75 (for the positive) and 4 (for the negative)
between the main verb and the RVE.

RVEs can be Action Verbs, Adjectives or Directional Compounds.

Some also have idiomatic meanings, e.g. #tkK.

How Actions are Performed (adverbial use of adjectives)

fi AR PR

In English, in order to describe how an action is being performed, an appropriate adverb is placed
after the verb:

Q: How does the teacher speak to her students?

A: She speaks slowly and clearly.

English Adverbs of Manner are normally formed by adding -ly to the adjective, e.g. slow - slowly;
clear - clearly. In Chinese, many adjectives can also be used adverbially. Note that the 5 in this
lesson is descriptive, i.e. it describes how an action is being done, e.g. He runs fast = KI5 1R k.
She talks slowly = 113188, The 5 can also describe degree, e.g. Her Chinese characters are
written very clearly = W 755 1RTE%E.

When an adjective is used to describe the manner in which an activity is being done, the subject +
verb stand before the adjective, and 15 is added to the verb. Adverbs precede adjectives.

The negative A~ stands before the adjective, unlike English where it stands before the action verb:
e.g. MR = He doesn’t run quickly

Note the difference in meaning between BIAR and HIfG AR, In the first example, R is being
used as an RVE and A~ expresses the persons inability to run fast. However, in the expression
HIEAH, AP indicates how the person is running - “He doesn’t run quickly”.

. 3.

1) : used mainly to indicate possession, e.g. 45 or modification, e.g. 1R KHIHT.

73 : its use is adverbial - used when an adjective is used adverbially to describe how actions are
being performed, e.g. fhH#i/51R 1R,

Hu : used when reduplicated adjectives stand before verbs to emphasise how actions are being
performed, e.g. mm XX HER L., ROLEBFEZMEIRIRT, WEALAHE?

Adverbial use of Adjectives

RXXERIEE

NEZN

In English, in order to say that an action is (un)pleasant or (not) easy to do (e.g. Chinese food is
pleasant to eat. Chinese characters are not easy to write), words such as ‘easy’, ‘difficult’,
‘pleasant’ are placed immediately before the main verb. In Chinese, adjectives such as 4f, *,
7% are placed immediately before the main verb, e.g. W FIEHEE.
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I/ ¥ + verb indicating sense = (un)pleasant to the senses
Uf/%E/ %% 5 + verb indicating activity = easy/difficult to accomplish

Passive

H Bt fariE 1

The Passive is formed by placing the receiver of the action at the head of the sentence, followed by
preposition # (by) + the doer of the action. Unlike English, the verb remains unchanged. The verb
is always followed by | or some other complement (e.g. RVE). (compare with /& ... i pattern)

Chinese uses the Passive construction much less than English. It is normally used in Chinese to
express what happened to someone or something in adverse situations.

i
bR A E T

What is % ?

¢ is a preposition with a difference: ‘f + noun’ appear in the normal preposition position (just in
front of the main verb), but s noun is actually the object of the main verb.

%, unlike other prepositions, is not translated in English.

How does 8 function?

#2’s job is simply to bring the object of the main verb up to just in front of that verb. The sentence
pattern thereby changes from ‘S-V-O’ to ‘S #2+0 V’. (Hence 3 can only be used with verbs which
take objects, i.e. transitive verbs.)

Who is 4 used with?

#8’s object is always a definite, specific person or thing (e.g. the boy, this table), never people or
things in general. This is true even when no specifier is used, e.g. 4 PiE % T = She took all
the things back.

When & Why use 3% ?

There are two separate yet inter-related factors involved in the speaker’s choice of whether or not
to use {f: it is most often used when:

1. The action verb is lengthened through the addition of >k/Z or a verb-compound with a
directional ending, or the verb is reduplicated, or the action verb takes both a direct and indirect
object (e.g. verb + verb-suffixes 7t. F|. 2%), or the verb itself takes both direct and indirect objects.

and
2. The speaker wants to focus attention on the object and what happened to it rather than the

subject, e.g. ELHAE L T would more likely be used in a discussion about what happened to
his car, whereas #4754 is simply reporting an event, with no special focus.



Anything else Worth Noting?

There is no difference in meaning in a sentence where  is used and in a sentence where  is not
used. The difference is not one of meaning but of emphasis or focus: {8 is used when the focus is on
the object - and what happened to it - rather than on the subject. It is therefore up to the speaker
to decide whether or not to use %, depending on the desired thrust of the utterance.

Suggestion

ATER !

When the speaker wishes to make their point in the form of a suggestion, rather than a direct
command, they may preface their suggestion or request with a “Let’s ... !” :

“Let’s go and buy the ticket now !”  “Let’s eat !”

Probability

R EZINE ?

In English, when the speaker seeks confirmation of the truth of their statement, they do this by
means of a ‘tag question’ (-- tag questions are used when the questioner makes a statement with
which they presume the listener will agree):

“You’re Mr. Smith, aren’t you?” “He’s probably very busy, isn’t he?”

and what about ...?
AT 2, AR ?

The sentence particle g is used in two ways:

a) At the end of an abbreviated question, which usually follows straight on a statement just made.
Because the preceding sentence has already set the scene for the question, only enough of the
question need now be given to make clear what is being asked - the rest is omitted.

b) e is also used at the end of a sentence containing a Question Word, giving the effect similar to
that made in English when introducing a question with ‘Well, ...”; ‘And ...’, ‘But...’ (i.e. less
abrupt).

Indirect Object

LA AR50 2

In Chinese, the Indirect Object precedes the Direct Object, as in the English sentences: He gives me
the book or Mr. Smith teaches her French. The Direct Object represents what is being transferred
as a result of the action, and the Indirect Object denotes who is being affected by that action.
Indirect Objects occur most frequently with the verb %5 (to give).

Prepositions of Conveyance

by A H R 2R 3 et 2

In order to state the means of conveyance used to get from one place to another (e.g. He went by
bus), use preposition 24 and % (by).

Ak: ride in a conveyance with seats, e.g. VX% AT K. KBKZE. WHL. .

5. ride on a conveyance you straddle, e.g. H177%. B, D, BELE.
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Expressing Existence with &

S EEARE?

In order to say: ‘There is/are objects or people on/at/in Place Word’

e.g. There is a book on the table. There are many Chinese in America. Who is there in the park?
the Place Word stands in the subject position, followed by & and the noun.

Note that, when using & in this sentence pattern, it means there is/are rather than to have (as in
the sentence A% =1 have a pen)

Verb-Object Compound

Rz AR

Certain verbs in Chinese are normally linked together with its own particular object, and the verb +
its object are said together as a single verb unit, e.g. "z = to eat. In English, the object is not
required. Some common Chinese Verb-Objects:

Chinese Verb-Object Literal Translation English usage
AR to speak speech to speak, to talk
B to read books to read
A to study books to study
2P to teach books to teach
Wz iR to eat rice to eat
LR to buy things to shop
£ B to walk roads to walk
T % to drive vehicles to drive
i to make rice to cook
5 7 to write characters to write
i = to do things to work

Emphasis with & ... K]

RRAEXEETAIER (It was in America that | worked)

If you want to focus on the circumstances connected with an action, simply place & at the
beginning of the words to be stressed and '] at the end of the sentence. 7% is often omitted as
understood in positive sentences. #&......[tJ mainly emphasizes circumstances connected with past

actions. 7& can be used without ] for emphasis, e.g. ZIREILIEZE, AEIREITTEE.

More, over %

B o PN

%, when used in approximations, means ‘over’ or ‘more than’:

Normally for numbers which end in 1 to 9 (e.g. 3, 36, 108), the patternis: NU-M - £ - N
Normally for numbers which end in a zero (e.g. 20, 200, 2600), the patternis: NU - £ - M- N
When £ comes after the Measure, it means a fraction of a whole number.

% (more) and /b (less) can be used adverbially, standing before the verb being modified.
Their English equivalents follow the verb as part of its object: 5%z — Ai. Please eat a little more.
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6 verbs of Motion

s Bk

% and 2% can be suffixed to 6 special verbs of motion, yet still retaining the meaning of motion and
direction in relation to the speaker. These 6 verb-compounds do not require X)L or #JL because
‘here’ and ‘there’ are already embedded in the meanings of >k & Z:.

b3k = come up (here) k3 = goup (there)
3k = comedown (here) % = godown (there)
ik = come out (here) 2% = goout (there)
Hk = comein (here) #2 = goin (there)
[F5k = come back (here) [f12: = go back (there)
Ik = come over (here) JURP = go over (there)

These 6 verb-compounds, plus one other -- #£3k (upwards) -- can themselves be suffixed to certain
other verbs of motion in order to indicate direction. So, when suffixed to any other verb, >k and 2
no longer include the meaning ‘come/go’, but only express direction, e.g. i&fih D F & K.
Comparing Distances with A & B iz/it

PIE NN E |

Distance between two places - but only as to whether far or near - is formed by inserting & (be
separated from) between the two Place Words, and adding i (far) or ix (near). In English we say
“The post office is far from the train station”, whereas Chinese says “The post office from the train
station is far”. The extent of the nearness or farness is indicated by placing an appropriate adverb
(e.g. 1R, A K) just before it or iI.

Comparing: same or different A I} B —#f adjective

XARFRIBA 157

Similarity or difference between two (or more) persons or things is indicated by inserting f{
between the two items being compared, and following them with —#f (to be alike). Whereas in
English we say “This pen is the same as that pen”, Chinese says “This pen and that pen are the same”.
When stating in what way they are similar or different, an adjective is added after —#¥.

Comparing: A [t B adjective adverb/N-M(-N)

AL SRR =S

In order to compare two (or more) persons or things, [t (as compared with) is inserted between the
two items being compared, and an adjective comes after the second item to show in what respect
they are being compared. Whereas in English we say “This watch is more expensive than that watch”,
Chinese says “This watch compared with that watch is more expensive”. When indicating to what
extent, a suitable NU+M (+N) or adverb is added after the adjective.

B %A A X4 or #4 adjective
PRI o5 135 T P 11X AT
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Relative Clauses

IEAENR BN ER 2 FRAR A

In English, relative clauses (e.g. who are chatting) modify nouns (e.g. the people): “The people who
are chatting are all my friends”. The relative clause follows the noun it modifies and points back to
that modified noun. In Chinese, the relative clause precedes the noun.

modifying clause precedes modified noun

and the modifier always has ] attached to it. In other words, what stands before K] describes
what comes after [1].

In English, relative pronouns (‘who’, ‘which’, ‘that’) introduce the relative clause that follows:
The man who came is my brother.  The house that Jack built is near here.

However, there are no such equivalent words in Chinese. Instead, Chinese does this by way of a
modifying clause + [1].

Reduplicated Verbs, Adjectives, Measures

Reduplicated Verb
Reduplicated verbs give a softer, friendlier, more casual tone of voice (i.e. do it a little bit or for a

little while), e.g. H/FRBIFRSGORMAL, T, BEARE?

V —>VV (single-syllable verb)
VO —» V V-0

AB — ABAB (double-syllable verb), e.g. 3K, ¥k, K, RAVRMIFHLA AN,

Reduplicated Adjective
Reduplicated adjectives add a degree of emphasis or vividness.

K — KKK (single-syllable adjective) adds vividness, e.g. IXFFAEZTEIH], ANUFIE.

AABB (double-syllable adjective) adds emphasis, e.g. IO LIETE B ERIR T, REABANE?

Reduplicated Measure
Reduplicated Measures + #5 = each/every one, e.g. FIFE TIPS, FEREARIFIZ !

Reduplication of NU+M(+N) + I = one at a time, one by one, e.g. T HME—AH —A H AT ).

—mJL & B—8JL
Adjective (—) )L = a little Adjective (compared to the norm.)
LR E— i L.

A (—)H )L Adjective = slightly Adjective, a little Adjective (no comparison)
LS RE—RILE.
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7~ B B
In English we use just one word for all three Chinese words - ‘then’. The choice of whether to use
7~ B or i is often dependent on the sort of emphasis the speaker wishes to give:

a)

b)

A+ F. 5t +verb = then
7 stresses a condition

i stresses the order of events
. stresses immediacy

A AR (8 MZ5EWR, AR RAH .
Not until you have finished eating the meal are you allowed to go out to play.

A condition or stipulation is implied - not until one thing is completed are you permitted to start
on the second thing. If you are a parent, you will probably be using 7" a lot with your children:
“You can’t watch the television until you have finished your homework!”

1% (must) is often used to emphasize the condition or stipulation.

M R G masei, M £,
(First) finish eating the meal, then go out to play.

A series of actions which are to be carried out in order. 5 is only used with future actions.
If you are the type of person who loves an ordered life - first eat breakfast, then wash and dress
- you will be using f a lot! % (first) is often used to emphasize the order of events.

e R () HEZEN, B E .
(As soon as) you have finished eating the meal, then go out to play.

As soon as one action is completed, the next one will begin almost immediately.
If you are the sort of person with a busy schedule, rushing from one thing to another, then you
will be using %t with great frequency! — (as soon as) is often used to emphasize immediacy.

However, &t doesn’t always express immediacy: it can simply indicate a subsequent or
consequent action or result:

TRAnR B, wia] LUk

If you have nothing to do, you may leave.

URIRIZ 1 — SRR 1

Younger sister was full after eating (only) an apple.
(Although i normally means ‘then’, it is usually left untranslated in English)
Wt / 4 = faster / slower than expected

L emphasizes faster than expected
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d)

PREIDOE AR, 45 1R Em X A iiA) 1!
You’ve learnt Chinese very quickly - you’re so fluent after only half a year !
(- most people take at least one year to reach your level of fluency)

7I" emphasizes slower than expected

PREGDUE FARIZ, 7 T WEA % T A
You’ve learnt Chinese very slowly - you’ve only completed two books after two years.
(- most people have finished five books after two years!)

wt / 4 = earlier / later than expected

7. emphasizes earlier than expected (= as early as ...)

AT RL b B+ — fULTH, AR Rk 1.

We originally fixed to meet at 11 a.m., but he came at 9 o’clock.

7I" emphasizes later than expected (= not until)

AT RL G B LS T, TR — s Ak

We originally fixed to meet at 9 a.m., but he only came at 11 o’clock.

Wt / 4 = only

o= R

EYERZEHCR T, B EIEE K.

The whole class of schoolmates have all arrived, it’s only Wang Ming-dao who hasn’t arrived yet.
7 indicates falling short of the normal standard or expectation, and therefore sometimes
contains an element of surprise.

AWz 7 2EmiR

You have only eaten half a bowl of rice ! (- are you ill?)

-/ A4 = notuntil

i is used when making a suggestion, request or giving commands.

TATEE YA TR EE IS !
Let’s wait until next year when we have saved enough money and then get married!
(= my strong advice)

7 implies a condition that must first be fulfilled

WESFEA 19 %, M=FE AT UGS,
You’re only 19 years old, so you can’t get married for 2-3 years.
(- you’re too young to get married)
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Deletion

a) Deletion of subject (often = ‘one’ or ‘it’s’ in English)

EIHRAI T, They (or we) don’t open on Sunday(s).
Rz 1! It’s too far !

b) Deletion of Pronoun when referring to the same person in both clauses:
= ZIMEEAE. Ask the teacher whether she has a pen.

c) Deletion of Possessive Pronoun when understood from the context:
BEAEWE)L? Where is your (or the) car?

d) Deletion of Conjunctions (and; but; if ..., then, ...)
RIZZE, AZH . | eat vegetables but not meat.
fliAZ:, AL, If he doesn’t go, then I’m not going.

e) Deletion of Linking Verb ‘to be ’:
Price: XPMARIEZ/DE? How much is this?

Age:  IRII/NZILE? How old is your child?
Time: IWAAEJLET? What is the time?
Date: HHRJL%? What is the date tomorrow?

f) Deletion of Impersonal Pronoun ‘it ’ (as subject or object)
TR It’s raining now !
HE | like it.

g) Deletion of unstressed ‘a’ and ‘the’:

REEAE? Do you have a pen?
FEMRE ? Where is the book?

h) Deletion of unstressed ‘any’ (negative) and ‘some’ (positive):

A He doesn’t have any.
PREEAEL? Do you want some?

Strict order: conditional clause --> main clause
Whereas in English the main clause can often precede the conditional clause, in Chinese the
conditional clause must precede the main clause:

If: WRARARE D, ARATRAIA 2L,
If you don’t feel like going, you don’t have to go.
or You don’t have to go if you don’t feel like going.
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When: fBIRORT 5, FRATEE L Bz
After: BFIARCA G, ik iR,
Before: FiRX LT, ERE S

As soon as: fih—/E, MtEERIEE.
Because:  [KIWAthi oK%, FrPAELL4R TAE.

Adverbs joining up two clauses

Conjunctions linking Clauses: adverbs in associated pairs:

Although ..., but ...
As soon as ..., then ...

Because ..., therefore ..

Both ..., and ...
If ..., then ...

Not only ..., but also ...
Seeing that ..., then ...

Except for ...
First ..., then ...

If it’s not ..., thenit’s ...

No matter ..., still ...

The more ..., the more ...

Even if ..., (still) ...
On the one side, on ...
So long as

Unless ..., otherwise ...

Even if ...

Grammar clips:

B L., HAE

—+V ..., ¥t ...

RS 7 U 1 ) S
N/ L., XL
mR L .

AME L, H/ L
BESR ..., B ...
BT ... DAk, ...
de ., oL

A ..., B

ANE .., R
oL, WL
A ..., 1.

—il ..., —&

HE 8

(concession)
(immediacy)
(cause/reason + result)
(addition)

(condition)

(addition)

(reason + consequence)
(exception)

(order of events)

www.compasslearningservices.org/cme
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